Efficient Synthesis of 3,3'-Mixed Bisindoles via Lewis Acid Catalyzed Reaction of Spiro-epoxyoxindoles and Indoles.
An efficient strategy for the synthesis of 3-(3-indolyl)-oxindole-3-methanol has been developed to achieve a Lewis acid catalyzed, highly regioselective ring opening of spiro-epoxyoxindoles with indoles. The method is used for the gram-scale formal total synthesis of (±)-gliocladin C.